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1. An extraordinary session of the Executive Committee of the Berlin 
SED was called 27 April to consider the results of the trade union 
elections in Berlin* Adolf Deter, SED expert on trade union 
matters, presented the following analysis* 

2. "A mighty pressure was used in the western sectors of Berlin to 
frighten the workers and their leaders. Howley 1 s summons of 
Comrades Litke and Matern had the same purpose. They and the 
party organization were to he cowed. The campaign against the 

FDGB by the UGO and the Americans ran hand in hand with the anti-SED 
and anti-Russian campaign. The FDGB has 700,000 members in Berlin, 
of whom at least 500,000 belong to no party. It is obvious that 
the great mass of the workers have no sense of their own power and 
succumb to this campaign of fear, threats, and whispers. This has 
even led to hesitation and wavering in our own party and it must 
be admitted that our opponent has succeeded in gaining a certain 
influence, and the attempts to split the working class in Berlin 
have led at the moment to such sharp battles that one is reminded 
of the pre-1933 era. 
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"In 1947 the occupying powers did, to be sure^ interfere in trade 
union matters but without success, so that the majority of the 
workers turned against the occupying powers and the election 
brought a great victory for unity. That time we lost only two 
boroughs. In 1948 we underestimated the UGO, br^an^a^xou,' 
unity, and discioline; we also underestimated the leadership fur- 
nished the UGO by the Americans. The latter have furnished an 
example In the past weeks and months of . how pressure can be exerted 
on union functionaries in their sector with all means and methods. 

Our functionaries were summoned to USMG^ there they were given 
threats but also promises, and we must admit that with threats, 
promises, desires, and orders the Americans have succeeded in re- 
maining in the background while pushing the UGO into the foreground, 
our comrades were deceived by these tactics so that repeatedly the 
impression was treated among our own comrades, ’’These, Americans are 
fine fellows actually*. They fail to realize that the UGO is 
acting on American orders which called for splitting up the work**** 1 
movement in 1947. 50X1 -HUM 
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The UGf> enjoys the full support of the Americans. It publishes 
two papers, has its own school, conferences, meetings,* sends repre- 
t ?.f2 el ? nd * possesses a well-organized machine and a 
series of political workers wh<> ride from meeting to meeting in 
American cars and are not afraid to speak orenly and publicly 
Lnfortunately we cannot always say the same’ of our own comrades 
The support the UGO obtained from the Americans made it possible 
for it to achieve a large and deep invasion in the western sectors. 

• e have also suifered an invasion in the Russian Sector. The (JGO 
not only mrnaged to maintain its position in the large, important 
enterprises but strengthened it and also occunied a whole series 
of new positions,.^ Out of 4,658 delegates, 6o are SED 1 4 qI 
SPD, 35 CDU, and 959 nor, part/. The UGO has thus increased its 

muIt e rem^bS°th 2 ?i^ urn 1 ? 4 " J° 32 "i )3 V n 1948 ‘ ln additioJ we 
mu u t remember that the UGO is strong .In the big important enterprises 

whereas our strength is in the small and medium-sized plants. Vie 
must analyze the situation in Every borough, especially the danger 
signals in Lichtenbers and Kdptvnick. In LIchtenberg we are in g 
danger of losing the metal workers' union. 

?n?th^ S nrn hOW J h w™ we ra “ d f “Stakes, such as underestimat- 

ing the UGO, and bow far -he current arrogance and carelessness are 
responsible for our defeat. There are, too many ideological points 
on which our functional ies are not clear. This Is obvious since 
they retreat before the arguments of the UGO. Many Berlin workers 
hope for revults from the Marshal] Plan; many think that conditions 
are worse in the Russian gone than in the rest. Vie have avoided 
these -E-estions. Our functionaries have been afraid to distribute 
1 5^ t ^ an £°'' nced s P e£fce rs have failed to appear, resolutions 
.greed upon by us have rot been Introduced. The party work from 

Sir rn?gazinO h "-illO t Onrt i ' f ' unsatisfactor /, it functions’^ slowly, 
is out 8 *? dat tr’’ 1 , d ~ ^ neV6r reachBS the functionaries until it 

’i e a?0 S fa«d e wi-h thJ J v^f o !?f ler ’ f0r t ? e ? orkers t0 understand, 
ii,!! acea ^i‘« the necessity of convincing our own party member* 

ton t 0fr?o? r ? Ctn * SS -i Of ' ur P 0110 ^* xt is not sufficient that our 
til 0 f f th 0 a ?4 ^ y ^ t ln their offices. v e must remember that 
nnv SLt! 2 f,> wp ’ cU council members in Berlin do not belong to 
any party. e nave reminded the party of this danger repeated! v 

,tp f”T nt h ' 13 been made * Si n« the last IlOctiOn we hive 

ow»S?»« n n»» h Incredible figure. It shows that our party 
'?H 2° c °ntact with the SPD and non-party workers. 7 

J™ is ^at ou? factory groups are Isolated from the mass of 

the workers. he FDG3 has gained 200,000 new members during the 
X*'™* 11 ? th ese people who come to us now, threl years 
C'3urons ar5°nfi i thl rnll in ovdeT . to e et vegetables and ratioS 
it Is the ta? oJ mrt r °^' eS ? 1Ve people imaginable; nevertheless 

to oJr pllicy In lQ47 D in« a f^ °+l °2 r 5 arty 4 to 1,10 over these people 
’n i948^oni n i f the trade union members were SED; 

.;** I ; 40 only rhe influence of our party has fallen hlvo 

uor*5 eiW yf 1 * C = p °w r functionaries. Our instructors this year are 

nstructS ’vS^St h to a woT.V° tally dlsorganl ^ ed 5 thus °ne political 
)teadcufl-tLr on,^ s? 2 k as a messenger-boy since the borough 
ueaaqua. terr could find no one else for this mechanical nn*t 6 m 

things show that the niveau of our own comrades eve? in 
headquarters leaves much to be desired, ?'e .'«Vi h*«, 

seriously ^revised!" pr<9Sent training plan and methods should not be 
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Our funetionnries in the factories and enterprises are another 
problem. Their incompetence and wide-spread corruption has not 
strengthened the party. Corruption has arisen in the distribution 
sh ? es > vegetables, etc. Because of the many cases of 
corruption, we have been unable to reap any political profit from 
this program for special aid to the workers} on the contrary it 
has meant further troubles for the party. 

"We must attack these problems ruthlessly; we have nothing to lose, 
comrades, for we have already lost' every thing. * 

•'TheBerUncity conference will show 380 votes for us and 191 for 
the UGC. That is a big block and it includes all the UGO leaders, 
above all Suhr and Kaiser. The result shows that the UGO did not* 

a m ®Jority. Our task is not to let ourselves be 
a ^ tual wor £ers, to attempt to establish firm 
bonds with the PPD and non-party workers. The UfiO decision to 
stage a separate May Day celebration makes our task harder* t,T e 
must arrange for a large-scale marshalling service to keep our nro- 

^!!^°^ i ^° r ? er . and . ins ]? re that no tro °P bolts aw *y during the* 
march to the Lustgarten* 11 
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